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In a darkenned hotel room, a lone porter stands rooted to the spot by the scene before him. Boties litter the floor.
Unpleasent fluids stain the carpet. Pieces of paper covered by strange mystical symbols adom the walls. Is this
the result of some latter-day Capone rampage, or something far worse? Do the Ten Invisibles have a hand to
play? Could this be an lumination Room Party ?

Illumination

The British National Science Fiction Convention
17-20 April at the Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool

Progress Report 3: "Unordnung"
i September 1991

Light Now!

Rampant Egomania

Welcome to Illumination Progress Report 3. I am Rhodri James, Chairman for my sins (of not ducking
fast enough), and this is the bit where our esteemed editor lets me ramble on about whatever takes my
fancy for the next page or so. Although if I don’t introduce the rest of the committee there will be
trouble.

Say hello, therefore, to Amanda Baker, our publicity officer; to Dave Clements and his merry publishing
men; to Dave Cooper, treasurer and astral pole speed demon; to Alice and Steve Lawson, between them
controlling the memberships; to Nick Mills, Ops supremo; to Anne Page, mistress of fandom Little Old
Lady In Tennis Shoes, and Speaker to Hotels; to Jason Stevens, the secretary who.can sometimes write
letters; and to Ivan Towlson, programming person and cthulhoid monstrosity. They’re all very friendly,
really.

I must confess to more than a little pride in our Guests of Honour at Illumination. They have been little
short of miraculous in the enthusiasm they have shown for the con, the ideas they have thrown up, their .
willingness to be different. They have been wonderful advertisements of what we want the con to be
simply by walking about being their normal selves. In short they have been excellent Guests of Honour,
and we haven’t even started the con yet.

All this is in direct contrast to the reaction at the Eastcon bidding session when we announced our
Guests. Apathy seemed to rule the day, fans just accepting that an Eastercon is going to have Guests of
Honour and it doesn’t really matter who they are. Even those who could stir themsel ves to some sort of
reaction were little more than vague fannish rumblings, like some old familiar toothache and just about
P as helpful. "Geoff Ryman, yeah, he’s OK,” people said to me, despite the »atent absurdity of "OK" as a
(el complete evaluation of Geoff, "but who's Paul McAuley? And are we going to have a 24 hour film

e | Programme?” I can’t sneer really as I hadn’t met Paul’s work before he was suggested as a GoH, but

(qo1fl then my reading habits are twelve months behind everyone else and I'm not an Interzone subscriber.

el § am indebted to the rest of the committee, who said "Paul McAuley is... oh just read this.” I did. You can
guess the rest. -

Eighteen months later, and oh! how things have changed. The Child Garden won the Arthur C. Clarke
award and has had so much critical acclaim heaped on it that the mind positively boggles. Likewise,
Paul McAuley has gone from being well-received in a rather small circle to being one of the great white
hopes of British SF, much in demand at conventions and being hyped by the publishers like there was
no tomorrow. Even Fan Guest Pam Wells has got caught up in the enthusiasm, running for and winning
TAFF. It seems that somehow Illlumination has had good luck to know or ask the people whose time
has come in no uncertain terms, and who are willing and able to come up with and work with the sort
of ideas that we are trying to build into Illumination.

We're on to something good here!
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Rhodri James




Hotel Update

"Steve and Alice regain the ability
of respiration!"

Monday, August 12th, the day that I started to
breathe again. After months of nail-biting tension
worrying about what kind of state the Norbreck
Castle would be in (if indeed we would be there at
all) my faith in "whoever" was restored. I know
that there were problems before, but we had been
promised that the hotel would be refurbished
before the convention, and fool that I am I be-
lieved this and supported the decision to go there.
It can’t be that bad, I said.

On my first visit I was appalled that it had been
allowed to get into such a state but, even so I was
enthralled by the function space. Imagine a hall so
vast that the dealers’ room could be as big as we
liked and still have plenty room to browse with-
out having to play sardines (unless you really felt
so inclined). Yes I thought, once it had been done
up it would be great. Months went by with prom-
ises of things to come then shock! Horror!! It went
into the hands of the receiver!!! There followed
weeks of hectic running around and phone calls to
find an alternative, even if it meant leaving Black-
pool. What next? Nothing else could go wrong
could it? Oh yes it could!! A phone call from a
worried fan in Blackpool to Anne Page informed
us that the Hotel was in the process of being
demolished! What? Get on the hotline to the hotel
and tell them what we think of this.

THEN the sun shone, the birds sang and all was
well with the world. The hotel was not being
demolished it was being repaired, refurbished.
In short: IT HAD BEEN SOLD.

The new owners are Principal Hotels and they
were just in the process of trying to getin touch
with us to invite us to come and renegotiate our
deal. At the time of this visit the company had
been in the hotel three weeks, and they had
already refurbished some of the bedrooms. Now
they're really nice! All bedrooms are to have new
beds, carpets, furniture and TV’s as well as having
new bathrooms installed. All rooms will now have
showers and baths. Public washrooms are to be
refurbished and new carpets etc. are to be fitted in
all halls and corridors. The front of North wing is
being altered to match the old part of the hotel.
The sun lounge is being extended down the full

- front of the hotel allowing access to all parts
without going outside or through a main hall. The
reception area will be bigger and there will be new
windows and heating throughout the hotel.

All the function space will be the same size as
before only with new lighting, PA, and staging.
They are even talking about turning some storage
areas into small function rooms. The dealers’
room has access straight from the rear car park
through doors 15 feet wide.

The swimming pool will also be upgraded and the
creche will still be available for our use. Between
20 - 25 rooms are being modified for use by
disabled people. The hotel also has a baby listen-
ing service in all rooms. They have promised not
to raise the bar prices for the convention and
breakfasts will not be tampered with.

The rates have been reduced to £28 per person per
night for a minimum of the three nights of the
convention. You can also book nights either side
of the convention for the same price. If you decide
to have a week in Blackpool over 7 nights the
hotel will charge £28 for the 3 nights of the con-
vention and £25 for the remaining 4 nights. With
an evening meal included the price is £40 per
night instead of £28 and £37 per night instead of
£25. Some of the rooms can have more than two
beds, these will be charged at £25 per person per
night for three or more people sharing, with
limited availability. If you wish to stay for only 1
or 2 nights the price is £32 per night.

Childrens rates are as follows:

Under 4 years free if sharing parents room, 50%
discount if in own room

5 to 14 years. 50% discount if sharing parents
room, 25% discount if in own room-

Sounds good? Right, now for the heavy

bit......... YOU MUST BOOK EARLY...... and a
deposit of £20 per person (not including children)
is required by the hotel. This is to ensure that you
geta room because getting in anywhere else in
Blackpool at Easter will be almost impossible.
There is also the fact if we do not fill the hotel, it
will be filled by ordinary folk whose idea of Easter
at Blackpool is somewhat different to ours.

So please see the light.
BOOK EARLY! sttty ieagty

(And the prize for most gratuitous use of
exclaimation marks in a PR article goes to.... Ed))

Alice Lawson
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The Programme

"Pulling out of the Last Chance
Texaco..."

Perfect in every facet, it glitters like a diamond
cast into the infinite light of the million suns of
science fiction, a pearl cast before the swine of
Eastercon-going fandom. Few can appreciate the
clinical beauty of its geometry, fewer still the
cunning misapplications of DataEase required to
stick it together along the cracks. Striations of
stardust run through it like gophers to the bar,
and if you watch carefully enough you can see its
gossamer rays flashing hints of—could it be?—the
shaping, guiding hands of the Ten Invisible
Masters.

What is this jewel in skiffy’s tarnished crown? Is
Ivan once again getting all hot and bothered about
The Book of the New Sun? Does he refer, perhaps,
to the gleaming symmetry of a newly-filled glass
of Guinness? Or is this going to be yet another
random chat about why the lllumination pro-
gramme is going to be all about steam trains?

Consider the evidence. Cyberpunk is dead, and
the killer is still at large. Political leaders have
promised that "fluffy bunny rabbits will gambol in
the hedgerows" if you elect them. Otherwise
respectable fans have been observed wandering
around mumbling "but if we put that on at four
o’clock then we're going to have to move the
workshop and that means that Rhodri may be able
to eat the accounts while nobody’s looking..."

The [llumination programme it is, then, and if you
want the New Sun monologue then you can damn
well buy me the Guinness to go with it.

Avid reader that you are, you already know all
the stuff we put in PRs 1 and 2. You know our
methods. You know about the rabbits. You may
even have begun to suspect that the workshop
streams are going to be called Flopsy, Mopsy,
Cottontail and Peter (but only if you are very
sick). But you need to know more.

The list of fluffy bunny rabbits has begun to
stabilise a bit, to the point where we can now
introduce some of them into the population at
large. (Readers who may be carriers of myxomato-
sis should stop here as the programme has not yet
been vaccinated.)

As you well know, the central theme of the prd—
gramme is the fringes of sf: the areas that tend to
remain shrouded in darkness as "minority inter-

ests”, despised by publishers for not fitting into
convenient categories, sidelined by fans who are
never given the opportunity to explore them
properly. Inaccordance with this, we'll be doing
the following rabbits:

Blurring Boundaries investigates those areas of
"science fiction" that refuse to fit properly into the
genre, instead sitting smugly on the fence between
dissimilar movements. (This is the cue for a mass
howl of "Oh no, not another panel on sf and the
mainstream!" Calm down.) Is this a recipe for
rejection by both groups of fans, or an incentive to
readers to have a look at the other side? Can such
efforts be convincing: for instance, would a high-
tech-plus-magic world be regarded by hard sf
types as a hard sf world with fantasy add-ons and
by fantasy types as a fantasy world with techie
add-ons, or might they actually wake up long
enough to understand it as a whole? SF has a

*whole range of boundaries that writers have

poked and prodded at from both sides: we'll see
how many we can fit in.

The Cutting Edge looks at the frontiers and futures
of science fiction as she is spoke and writ. We will
be presenting the work of new and even amateur
writers, finding out where they want to take sf
and its companion genres, and asking where it is
actually likely to end up.

The Green and the Grey examinesissues that are
somewhat closer to home: the conflict, if there is
one, between ecology and technology. It asks not
only whether mo’ better tech is the solution to
ecological disaster or its cause, but what—assum-
ing the world is still here in fifty years time—we
should be looking for in our environment. Is the
entire world going to come to resemble Milton
Keynes? Will people stop dropping paper bags,
no matter how biodegradable, all over the pave-
ment? What price the self-destructing Coke can,
and will it still be 50% more in a hotel bar?

1992 and All That is exactly what you’d expect: the
inevitable survey of what the Single European
Market is going to do to the world and perhaps
more importantly to science fiction. Will there be
aunited Europe and can it fend off creeping 51st-
statism? Does this mean we may finally get to
read all the lovely sf being published on the
continent? Will Joe Britfan ever acquire a decent
French accent? And would a single currency take
all the fun out of Fans Across the World?

turn to Page 6
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THE EUROPEAN SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY REVIEW

news - reviews - interviews

Send £7.50 for a 6-issue subscription to
33 chtt Road, Olton, Solihull, B92 7L.Q

Special £6.50 rate for payment by UK
standing order - forms on request.
Europe: £10.00 Sterling (or equivalent of £11.00) airmail,
£7.00 (or equivalent of £8.00) surface, to above address.

USA: $25.00 airmail, $15.00 surface, to Mary Burns,
23 Kensington Court,. Hempstead, NY 11550.

Australia: $33.00 airmail, $17.00 surface, to
Justin Ackroyd, GPO Box 2708X, Victoria 3001.




Programme

Urban Myth is the inspiringly-titled rabbit which
Ppresents, analyses and regurgitates modern
folklore (genus Vanishing Hitch-Hiker). With -
“"traditional” (read "old") myth and folktale done
to death by hordes of plundering fantasists, is
there ground to be gained from the new myth—or
is it simply the same old stories cast in a new and
disorienting light? (Actually this is a pack of lies:
the mythology rabbit is reproducing like, well, a
rabbit, and by the time PR4 comes out urban myth
will only be a part of a much larger family.)

The Weird and the Wonderful covers experimental
writing and related strangeness. For a genre
supposedly founded on sense of wonder, most sf
has become tediously prosaic. Another mile-long
spaceship? Yawn. Another mad wizard with the
Staff of Doom? Been there, done that? Godazilla
on the rampage again? Pass the Teflon, Marcel.
True, it's arguable that even wild unpredictability
in the Sheckley/Sladek/etc tradition has become
safe and predictable, and even William Burroughs
has become an accepted figure, but at least their
experiments with rejecting conventional story-
forms retain a certain novelty. Words like
"metafiction” and "narratology” may be deployed
in rank contravention of both strategic and tactical
M John Harrison limitation treaties.

And there are more: comics, horror, the media, all
waiting in the wings for snappy titles. Idon't
think I need to tell you too much about these right
now: unlike most of the stuff listed above, they are
devoted to fairly conventional, established inter-
ests. Thatisn't to say that they’re sub-conventions
designed to cater for their own specific audience.
Nothing could be further from the truth. They
will weave in and out of the rest of the pro-
gramme, including some of the rabbits mentioned
above, and we hope that people who aren’t into
the specific genres under consideration will come
along and have a look (if only by accident).

Other fluffy bunny rabbits currently peering out
of the hedgerows and looking bright-eyed and
bushy-tailed in our direction are a first contact
game of epic proportions (or at least slightly epic
proportions), sf theatre and something to do with
space travel (don’t groan—we keep coming up
with good items that seem to have a space theme,
but they will have twists for those of you who feel
they’ve heard it all before).

Then there is all the wonderful stuff that doesn’t
fit into the fluffy bunny rabbits, and there’s rather
alot of it. We're not going to tell you what it is,
though, because we-den"tknow-yet details have
not yet been finalised. ("Spontaneity is our watch-
word!") We can however confirm that the discus-
sion meetings on "Sand in SF" and "Custard in SF"

will not be merged at the request of the Norbreck
chef...

I've mumbled about new and exciting formats for
items before, and these are continuing to come.
An unending supply of the appropriate people
permitting, the [llumination programme should
feel rather different from most of the other con
programmes you've sat in the bar and missed. To
my eternal shame, it looks as though we may be
forced to allow a couple of creaky old panels onto
the programme, but on the whole we’ll be trying
for a more, er, multimedia atmosphere. (Hah! I
get in the buzzword of the month first and score
10 points!) You should see our special effects
budget... (Actually, you're not the only one. Dave
the treasurer should probably see our special
effects budget too. Ho hum.)

You'll have to pardon me for being cagey. Right
now we have no idea which formats are going to
come through, which are going to metamorphose
into boring old panels, which are going to crash
out because we can’t find the right participants,
and which are going to be trodden on by the
forces of darkness (he may look like a pixie with
an accounts book but I know he’s a force of
darkness).

But to give you an idea of the style, here is what
we envisage for "Close to the Edge: or, Meet Mr
McGregor", the wrapping-up item of the pro-
gramme. Because it is meant to sum up four days
of intensive frolicking, it might run for two hours.
However, because this frolicking will have been so
varied and diverse, these two hours might be split -
into four half-hour sections, which would involve
mostly the same people and mostly the same topic,
but looked at from all the different directions
we’ve taken during the weekend. So while the
item would never get more than half an hour
away from its main thread, it would be able to
explore various aspects of it—and it would be
designed to avoid the disastrous problem of one
random remark dragging the entire item along a
very long digression. Furthermore, rather than
just having talking heads rotating every so often,
we might break up the sections with short read-
ings chosen to illustrate what is to come. For
instance, if the heads are about to report back
from the wilds of experimental fiction, it could be
introduced by a reading from Burroughs—maybe
even a dramatised reading if the resources are
available.

In short, even a boring old panel need not be four
talking heads on a podium wittering away to each
other.

But the more load we put on the programme, the



more people we will need. The item described
above would need maybe eight panellists and two
readers, as opposed to a straight four panellists.

A panel or talk on ecology versus technology can
go ahead with four people, but a discussion
requires not just the appointed leaders but partici-
pation from maybe a dozen more. The lllumina-
tion programme will need a fair number of people
if it is to be everything that we want; and even
then it will fall short of ideal if it doesn’t win the
active participation of the membership.

We know you have something to contribute and
we are determined, by hook or by crook, to find
out what itis. Let us know. We’d genuinely like
to cater to your interests—because if we don’t do
that, you won't enjoy the convention as much, and
this rather defeats the point.

Join up. Join in.

Ivan Towlson

SMOFing at the
Hotel

Anne's Guide to Castles, Receivers
and the new owners...

They say seeing is believing and having spent a
weekend convention at the Norbreck in its run
down state last year I would not believe the
rumours of the renovation and upgrading until [
saw it with my own eyes. However I have seen it
for myself and it really is happening.

New corridor carpets, rooms and bathrooms
ripped out and refitted to a good standard, public
areas totally upgraded and the dreaded North
Wing totally gutted and refurbished.

The horror tale of our experiences last year was
well matched by the representative from Principal
Hotels who revealed the thirty plus boarded up
rooms and other peculiar faults they had found.
Principal Hotels actually specialise in taking over
run down hotels and upgrading them to a high
standard. Judging by the amount of completed
work in just three weeks [ was convinced that it
will all be done - and in the best possible time.

I breathed a sigh of relief I'll admit - after the
uncertainties of the past few months - but we now
have a hotel which will not only accommodate us

" but will provide us with a high standard into the
bargain.

Anne Page

The Fan Room

"Roll Up, Roll Up..."

One of the main attractions in the fan room will be
the vivacious Fan Guest of Honour Pam Wells.
She will be thoroughly involved in the planning
and running of activities in the fan room, in the
best fannish tradition. She has been given strict
instructions to come back from her TAFF trip to
the States full of ideas, enthusiasm, news and
gossip.

Everyone involved in the fan room wants to
provide something to bring together those new to
fandom and more experienced fans. The pro-
gramme and the room itself is intended to show
newfans something of what fandom is and what
it offers. It is hoped that it will also offer items of
interest to fans of longer standing, and cater for a
wide selection of tastes.

Our Friday night programme will contain the
“Rogues Gallery” - where new fans can gather to
get the “low down” on the legendary exploits of
the more famous\infamous characters in fandom,
accompanied by slides so they’ll know who's who.
Those fans being described (or slandered) in this
lighthearted item will be invited to defend their
reputation and tell the real truth behind the
fannish myth.

Anyone who has useful slides of BNFs, authors
and fans involved in “interesting” exploits please
get them to me (and explanation if necessary)
asap. Names on slides please so we can return
them to you.

We do intend to include the usual mix of serious
panels, talks and discussions, and frivolity of
varying degrees in quizzes, musical entertainment
and general “desperate fun”. A zine library is
planned for an annex and a bar for liquid inspira-
tion. We are still happy to take on suggestions,
requests and advice - what would you like in the
fan room programme? Contact us and let us
know.

Most of all we want everyone to feel that the fan
room is there for all fans to get together with
others, to meet new people, discuss new ideas.
The fan room should be a place where all fans feel
welcome - come in and help us to make it so.
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Anne Page

Pro

Perhaps this should be called the Anne Page page?




Reviews

Secret Harmonies
by Paul McAuley

This is McAuley's second novel, and takes place
on the planet Elysium in a solar system settled by
Earth in a future century. Elysium has everything
the settler might want; its climate is warmand
planet, and although the native plants are not
edible (part of a convincingly described ecosystem
which benefits from Paul McAuley's expertise as a
biologist), Earth crops grow well. At the stage we
are introduced to it, Elysium is only partially
settled, and thus there should be plenty of land for
everybody.

Regrettably, this idyllic image is false. In the
prologue we learn that Elysium harbours bipedal
aliens, which exhibit complex behaviour reminis-
cent of 'primitive’ human cultures. These aborigi-
nes, however, are completely incommunicative,
responding not at all to the few attempts by
humans to contact them. It is not surprising then,
to find out that some settlers regard them as
unintelligent animals and treat them abominably.

Mistreatment of humans by other humans also
mars the Garden of Eden image which Elysium
initially presents. The colony has derived all of its
civilised attributes by colonisation from Earth, but
the rulers of Elysium fear that their strict control
of the colony will disintegrate as they are
swamped by immigrants from the home planet.
Other factions within the colony chafe at their
legislative bonds and wish to separate completely
from central control, and spread throughout the
seemingly limitless outback.

When the expected starship from Earth fails to
arrive at the appropriate time, it is the signal for
the accumulating tensions in the colony to explode
into civil war. Like many contemporary historic
wars, this one seems entirely pointless, but McAu-
ley skilfully plots the gradual and horrific slide
into war and the entangled destinies of the main
protagonists as they struggle to maintain their
lives. Elysium, unlike Earthly war zones, is more
vulnerable to the effects of the conflict. There is
nowhere for refugees to go, and the silence of
Earth suggests that it too may have been drawn
into catastrophic war itself, and thus can render
no assistance. All the fine achievements of the
fledgling colony look doomed to destruction.
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There are more players in the arena than the
warring human factions, however, for this is more

than a descriptive novel about an extrasolar war.
Secret Harmonies is a novel centrally concerned
with relationships between human and alien; the
‘us’ and 'them’ of human conflicts can be thought
of as a simpler version of this dichotomy, for we
cannot know what other people are thinking.
Although the aborigines are obscure in the central
portion of the book, after being prominent in the
prologue, their mute inscrutability does not
signify acceptance of the status quo. And there is a
ghost in the machine, as the central computer
which intelligently controls much of the humare
technology on the planet plays according to its
own agenda. Fallen humanity must wrestle with a
god-like being it has created in its own image.

The struggle to overcome the machine is inter-
twined with the achievement of some understand-
ing of the aborigines by the humans, a redemption
of past ill-treatment of the native species by the

" settlers. Optimistically, the destruction of the

original colony clears the way for a more equitable
human interaction with the ecosystem of which
the intelligent aborigines are a part, a tuning to the
secret harmonies of the title.

Paul McAuley has written a book which blends
well into the ‘hard sf' portion of the genre, being
well based on'contemporary science and extrapo-
lation from it. Unlike many practitioners of this
type of sf, however, he considers more than just
the technological aspects of the future science and
achieves a more realistic viéw of its impact. Secret
Harmonies considers both the intricacies of the
settlers' environment on Elysium, and the broader
issues that human settlement of extrasolar worlds
will raise. It does not fully resolve the latter
questions, but this is probably a reflection of the
difficulty of the problem, rather than a fault of the
novel.

Another novel well worth reading from Paul
McAuley. My only regret was that it was nota
little longer to do more justice to some of the
issues it raises.

Paul Marrow -




‘ Rovacon 21

1st - 3rd Rovember 1991
Excelsior Tjotel, Birmingham |

Guest of Honour

Colin Greenland

Winner of the Arthur C Clarke Award
Winner of the BSFA Award for Best Novel

A celebration of 21 years of Novacon,
featuring a fancy-dress birthday party,
films, panels, games and all the
usual Novacon entertainments.

Attending membership £15 until 19th October

All enquiries to Bernie Evans
121 Cape Hill, Smethwick, Warley,
West Midlands, B66 4SH
Telephone- 021 558 0997
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Contact UK

Help Wanted

"A Scrapie Free Zone..."

At Contfiction, Greg Barr gave a talk on CON-
TACT, an American group of 10 years standing,
who set up and roleplay first contact scenarios. A
tremendous ammount of work is done in advance,
designing alien worlds, ecologies, physiologies, all
the way to alien cultures, languages and
motivations. Physicists, geologists, biologists,
medics, psychologists and linguists try to build a
society based on scientific principles. Sf authors
like Poul Anderson and Larry Niven must be able
to justify any wacky ideas they introduce. People
build wire-frame models on computer, artists add
skin, and models are made in clay.

The end result of this is a conference in the Spring,
where people role play the encounter between a
human survey team and the alien race. Greg
showed a short film of the events, and, while
serious, everyone was well entertained.

This is too ambitious for us to run fully at lllumi-
nation, so we've cut it down into an Aliens fluffy
bunny rabbit, but with a twist. An introductory
talk cum panel will enthuse you all to come to a
‘design an alien” workshop, where, with help from
all those famous fan biologists, people can explore
the boundaries of the possible (modelling clay and
fine wire, pen and ink, functional specification and
printer). The results will be judged as most anti-
anthropromorphic, cute, lethal etc.

Once the paint is dry, the clay has set, technical
specification expoused, on to the Call My Bluff.
Distinguished biologists (not the same ones as
yesterday, we have alarge supply) coupled with
liquid-primed mirth-masters will expound on
what the creators REALLY intended. Anybody
bringing along small vials containing alien dis-
eases of sheep will be roundly chastised.

We'd be delighted if people could put in some
thought before the convention, and bring along
some aliens they’d prepared earlier. This could
range from drawings and models to full world
models. We hope to have a special set of prizes for
any pre-planned exhibits, and while I've got 2
groups interested so far, they both meet in my
house, so I'd like some competition.

To follow this up, Scone (Glasgow Unicon with
games in SF theme) would like to use some of the
aliens in First Contact situations. Hopefully at
Illumination we can muster some gamers to write
scenarios. If any other conventions also want to tie
in with this let us know.

John Bray

Several items on the programme will need some
assistance at an early stage. Here are a few, so you
can have something to do in those long winter
evenings...

Fanzine Auction
We will be holding a Fanzine Auction during
the convention. To make this as varied, inter-
esting and rewarding as possible, we need a
very broad range of fanzines, so we will need
a large number of contributions. If you would
like to send along some fanzines, please write
to the Con Address (379 Myrtle Road as usual)
and let us know what you can send, and we'll
send you details of the auction.

Tomb of the

Unknown Programme Item
Unafraid of begging, borrowing or stealing, we
are borrowing this idea from Contrivance. The
basic idea is to invent a radical new pro-
gramme item during the course of the conven-
tion. The item will be conceived ina work-
shop session on Friday, will be nurtured in
several others, and will finally be born into the
harsh light of day on Monday. If you have any
ideas for this item, please bring them along to
Tumination!

Critics Workshop
We will be having a Critics Workshop at
Illumination. Proper announcements will be in
the next Progress Report (PR 4), so keep your
eyes open!

Across Europe

with Gun and Camera
As part of the general European theme, we
wish to present a slide show of various strange
and interesting Science Fiction related sites
across Europe. So if you have any pictures of
H.R. Geiger's house, of places used in famous
(or infamous) novels and films, of Fannish
monuments, please let us know. If you have
any strange/amusing/mad stories about these
places, that would make it even better!

Special Interest Groups
There will be space available in the pro-
gramme for a number of SIGs to show their
wares. Please contact us if your group would
like to be involved!
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The Illuminator

Hotel Rates Down Again!!!

DELIGHTED Illumination Supremo Rhodri
James, 96, announced to a delighted throng today
that the Norbreck Castle Hotel has YET AGAIN
dropped its room rates for the PRESTIGOUS
Eastercon in 1992.

The rates have dropped from a generous £30 per
person per night, to a GIVE AWAY £28 per person
per night. There are also a STPENDOUS range of
excellent deals to add to this WONDERFUL offer.

"The Norbreck Castle Hotel will have had all
rooms GLORIOUSLY refitted by the time of the

convention, so that con-goers will be able to stay
in SUMPTUOUS luxury at LOW PRICES" the
beaming Illuminati Primus said.

He further added that room bookings are avail-
able now and should be taken up as quickly as
possible, to avoid the rush. "A £20 deposit for
each adult staying at the hotel is all you need to
RESERVE a room for this MAJOR event" he said.

As well as guarenteeing their rooms, all members
who GET IN QUICK will be able to take partina
‘WONDERFUL prize draw as well!!!!

Demise Denied!

The Illuminator would like to apologise for claim-
ing that Anne Page was no longer the Hotel
Liason for Illumination. In a TEARFUL admission
yesterday, the Illuminator editor admitted that the
story was a FABRICATION!

"Rumours of Anne's demise have been greatly
exagerated"”, they claimed, "and we're pleased to
be able to say she never stopped for even a mo-
ment!"

As well as the Hotel, Anne is also organising what
promises to be a THROBBING Fan Room pro-
gramme, aided and abetted by TAFF Winner Pam
Wells!

Tardis Turned Off!!!

It was with great sadness that Ivan Towlson,
Programmer of Illumination and self styled
FLUFFY Yog, told us that Tardis had flnally been
turned off.

This public access news and mail system had been
his "trusted friend and COMPANION for many a
long night", he claimed. But now its time was up.
Cuts to the University of Edinburgh's Time and
Relative Dimensions grant meant that this old
model could no longer be SUPPORTED, and so,
several days ago, the machine was TURNED OFF.

INumination sources said today that they had
found another node in the NETWORK to serve as
the convention EMAIL address. Mad Astonomer
Dave Clements has said his Oxvax account
(clements @ uk.ac.ox.vax) can now be the conven-
tion's MAIL drop. MI5 refused to comment.

Pam Romps Home

Pam Wells, Illuminations' GLAMOROUS Fan
Guest of Honour, romped home in the TAFF
ballot earlier this year. After a FURIOUS competi-
tion with fellow candidates Abby Frost and Bruno
Ogorolec, Pam came to the fore and bagged the
prize.

She was last seen at a room party in Chicago...

Changes for Eastern
Europe!!!

A worried Rhodri James, [llumination Supremo,
denied responsibility for the changes sweeping
Eastern Europe today. "All we did was introduce
a special rate!”, he CLAIMED.

He went on to say that Illumination had intro-
duced a special LOW COST membership rate of
£5 for members of Eastern European countries
with special currency or economic difficulties.

Book Now for
Prizes!!!

In a separate development today, Stevenalice
Lawson announced that [llumination would hold
a PRIZE DRAW for all those who booked hotel
rooms with the Norbreck Castle Hotel before 1st
January 1992. Prizes are expected to be WON-
DERFUL BEYOND BELIEF, claimed supremo
Rhodri James. Hotel booking forms and the
infamous GENERAL form were said to be ready
for release.
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Guests of Honour

Orson Scott Card
Dan Simmons
Fan Guest of Honour

Kees van Toorn

A A 4

Grand Opening - How To Get ConFiction Out of Your
System - Glasgow Beyond the Horizon - Fandom in Six
Colours and Eight Languages - ConFiction Memories on
Tape - Book Room - Games - Video & Film - and you!

Membership Dfl 50,- or £ 15.00

° You can pay either by giro: 6234546 of NCSF Hillcon II, Nuenen, Holland
(state: New member)

e or: visit us during Novacon

* or: pay at the convention itself (in that case: drop us a letter - for address:
see below) in which you state that you like to join Hillcon Il - you may
also book a hotel room in that letter ).

Hotel Atlanta: single f 100,- (£ 30.00) - double f 75,- (£ 23.00)
per person per night (including breakfast)

Hillcon II - Van Eeghenstraat 93 - 1071 EX Amsterdam




Form Filling Guide

Hotel Booking Form... Do this now
and Win A Prize!!!

First, DO fill in the hotel form and send it back to
us early. We cannot guarantee to honour any
booking arriving at the convention address later
than eight weeks before the convention, i.e. Friday
21 February. That said, there is an even better
reason for getting your booking form to us by the
1st January — you will be automatically enter our
Prize Draw, and could win a fabulous prize.

Why all this Reader’s Digestery? Simple; we want
you to book early, so that we can keep the number
of mundanes to a minimum and have a better
chance of fitting everybody in with what they
want. Also, booking early is a Good Thing, as we
are not at present handling overflows and booking
a room in Blackpool over Easter weekend is Jolly
Hard and very expensive.

On the form, first tick the nights that you wish to
stay. The room rates are £28 per person per night
if you are staying for all of the Easter Weekend
(Friday, Saturday and Sunday), or £32 per person
per night if you are staying only one or two
nights, If you are staying for seven nights or more
then the hotel will only charge you £25 per person
for each night other than the Easter weekend. Infants
(4 years or under) who stay in the same room as
their parents do so for FREE, and those who have
a separate room are charged only 50% of the
normal rates. Similarly, older children (under 14)
can share with their parents at 50% of normal cost
or have their own room for 75% of the normal
rates. Finally, if three or more people share a room
(ticking the "Multiple Occupant” box), this reduces
the cost to £25 per person per night.

As well as the usual Bed & Breakfast, the hotel are
also offering Half Board, Bed, Breakfast and
Evening Meal, for an additional £12. This is
subject to the usual reductions for children.

Please show your preference for types of room by
numbering them; eg. if you want a single room,
but would be prepared to share a room with
someone we would find, then put "1" against
"Single", then "2" against "Twin — please find -
sharer". "Double" contains a double bed, a
"Twin" contains two single beds and "Multiple
Occupancy" means 3 or more sharers. There are
also a number of family rooms available, contain-
ing a double bed and one or more singles, for
those wanting their children with them.

We'll try to find you a room to your requirements,

but if this is impossible we will contact you and
work out some suitable arrangement. Remember,
the sooner you book, the more likely you are to
get your first choice...

If you have any special needs such as allergies or
particular dietary requirements, please let us
know. Also if you have any medical condition or
are taking any treatment that our first aid volun-
teers should be aware of, please write them down
so that in the unlikely event of you needing help
quickly we can be sure of doing the right thing.

Please include a £20 deposit for each adult book-
ing a hotel room when you send it in.

The Volunteer Form

This is a general purpose form for either telling us
how you are willing to help with Illumination, or
what help you want from us.

Gophering: If you would like to help out at the con
in any way, this is where to say so. Don’t be put
off where the form asks for "relevant skills"; you
don’t need to have a Ph.D. and fifty screwdrivers
to help with Tech Ops, for example.

Programme: llumination’s wide and varied pro-
gramming style will need plenty of participants so
if you are interested in any items or games, this is
the place to tell us. Please also tell us what sort of
item you would like to be involved with.

Dealers Tables: will be available in the Norcalympia
Room, with plenty of room. Each table is about
2m long, and if you only want a one for a few
days we are offering a special daily rate of £7 per
table per day as well as the full rate of £20 per
table for the weekend. Please enclose payment
with the form.

First Aid: qualified volunteers willing to act as
"emergency cover" during the convention, should
indicate on the forms. We won't ask much, but
we would like to know who could provide imme-
diate help should it be needed.

Creche: If you have young children that you'd like
to leave in Vicki Evan’s hands during the day,
please let us know. If you would like to volunteer
to help out in the creche you would be most
welcome.

Queries, Suggestions and Ideas: If you want to say
something and nowhere else seems appropriate,
write it here. If there’s something you don’t
understand or want to know, or you have a
brilliant idea for the programme then please let us
know.
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We Stock...
STAR TREK

Next Gen Plates, Mugs
Costume Patterns

Pins and Patches
Books /Audio Books
Blueprints

Technical Manuals
Models and Toys
Magazines and Comics
Official Fan Club Mags

PLUS...

Science Fiction and :.
Fantasy Books
Roleplaying Games
Comics
Soundtracks and Videos
T-Shirts Posters etc.

Items available in the shop
or through the post

We are closed ALL DAY Wednesda;_
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Membership Rates

Advertising Rates

Until 5-11-91
Attending £20

Supporting £12
Associate £7.50

After this date membership rates will go up.
Conversion from supporting to attending is
always at the current difference between the rates.
Child members (age 9-14 at the convention) pay
half the attending rate, infants (under 9 at the
convention) pay £1. Associate membership is for
people who wish to stay in the hotel at convention
rates, but do not wish to attend the convention.

Hotel Rates

£28 per person per night for the 3
nights of the convention. Details in

this PR, pages 3 & 13. Book Early!

Hotel booking information and a booking form
are supplied with this PR. Please remember to
book early, and that a deposit of £20 must be sent
for each adult booking a room.

The Editor

Adpvertising space is available in both PRs and the
Programme Book. The publication date for PR 4 is
January 1992 with deadline for camera ready
advertising artwork 1 month before that date. The
same deadline applies to adverts for the Pro-
gramme Book. All publications are A5.

Advertising Rates
PR-pro PR-fan  Prog Book
Full £30 £15 £50
Half £20 £10 £30
Qtr £15 £8 £20
Back/
Inside £35 £75

Dealer's Tables

£20 per table for all of convention
£7 per table per day if required

Tables are approximately 2m long, and will be
housed in a large area together with displays and
the art show. Booking can be made on the en-
closed General form. Please enclose payment with
your booking, payable to Illumination.

The Editor Rants Again!!

Well it's sure been a busy few months! The main
worry since the last PR has, one has to admit, been
the hotel, but as you will read elsewhere, that
seems to have all come good in the end. After our
visit there last weekend (my first) I can say thatall
you've heard is probably true. Yes, it wasina
poor state, but now it'll be refitted to a very high
standard indeed, judging from what we saw. So
now you know, go and book your hotel rooms.
Please. Yes right now, even before you finish
reading this editorial!!!

Done your hotel form? No? Well go and do it
now, like I just told you tol!!

Okay, now that's done, I can tell you some other
things. First of all, I'd like to thank all the con-
tributors who behaved much better about the
deadline this time. The gentle application of shoe
leather to sensitive parts of the body may have
had something to do with this. In fact I'm going to

have toapologise to Ivan and Dave for not includ-
ing a couple of their articles.

More importantly, I must thank those very nice
people at Sapphire Software. While I was half way
through production Steve told me they were
going to sponsor us by way of their excellent
database program Dataease. So now you know
where your membership data is held, and how
we're arranging the program! I think I'd better
stop there as there's a few other things I have to
cover, and there's not much space left. See you in
Blackpool!

Tlumination Progress Report 3 was edited by Dave
Clements for the Eastercon 1992 Committee. Cover
Artwork was by Colin Johnson, typesetting and graphics
were produced by hideous amounts of technology, this
time owned by the Oxford University Astrophysics
Department! Printing was by the Imperial College Union
Print Unit, Thanks to all the contibutors, and to JANET for
making it lots easier. Database services provided by
Sapphire Software with Dataease. See you at the seaside!
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34a John Dallman 263a Tim Kirk 39p Ian Robinson
Members 297a Mike Damesick #1a Alice Kohler S8 Roger Robinson

50p Malcolm Davies 181a Pompino the Kregoyne 69a Tony Rogers
17 AuguSt 1991 56a Steve Davies 355a Chr):ﬁna Lake it 139a Hovyvardgkmenblum
148a Michael Abbott 249s Friend of Martin Dawe 118a David Lally 140a June Rosenblum !
196a Andrew Adams 218s Martin Dawe 334a Dave Langford 222a Steve Rothman
304a lain Alexander 330a Peter Day 333a Hazel Langford 162a David Row
126a Phillip Allcock 329a Robert Day 94a Nick Larter 173a Marcus L Rowland
158a Brian Ameringen 44p Lawrence Dean 193a Adrian Last 125a Katie Runciman
258a Fiona A Anderson 278a Chantal Delessert 11a Alice Lawson 3g Geoff Ryman
253a William Armitage 295a Zoe Deterding 12a Steven Lawson 241a Jim Samuel
366a Simon Arrowsmith 122a Sarah Dibb 214a Paddy Leahy 114a Bruce Saville
232a Bertie van Asseldonk 77a Iain Dickson 256a Steve Linton 216a Alison Scott
21a Margaret Austin 352a Chad Dixson 61p Bill Longley 215a Mike Scott
127a Amanda Baker 168a Paul Dormer 149a Hans Loose 204a Angus Scott-Brown
91p Henry Balen 85p Michelle Drayton 101p Alan Lord 1598 Chris Seller
180a [ain Banks 281a David Drysdale 316a Karen Lukawski 160s Gill Seller
300a Michael Banks 185a Diane Duane 89p Heidi Lyshol 169a Jean Sheward
666a Barbara-Jane 147a Roger Earnshaw 166a Peter Mabey 269a Linda Shipman
190a John Bark 20a Martin Easterbrook 3285 David Mace 194a Pat Silver
296a Trevor Barker 264a Sue Edwards 359a Dalva Machardo-Cordeiro 293a Joyce Slater
272aJulia Barnsley 208a Dave Ellis 376a Bobby MacLaughlin 292a Ken Slater
271a Simon Barnsley 371a PJ Ellis 129a Nickolas Mahoney 130p Alice Smith
310a Toby Batch 372a Susan Ellis 267a Chris Marrlott 112a Frank R Smith
248a Stephen Baynes 325a David Elworthy 623 Paul Marrow 353a Martin Smith
27a Chris Bell 52a John English 16p Hugh Mascetti 70p Tony Smith
175a David Bell 261a Kelley Eskridge 301a Sue Mason 251a Dan Smithers
105s [ain Bell 192a Bernie Evans 124a Robert Maughan 244a Jane Smithers
28¢ Kenneth Bell 228a Mick Evans 255a Kari Maund 22a Robert (Nojay) Sneddon A
95a Philip Bell 229a Vicky Evans 132s Krsto Mazuranic 157s Robert ] Sneddon |
3233 Ron Bennett 227a Rufus Evison 1gPaul J. McAuley 51p Kate Solomon
134a Michael ] Bernardi 141a Mike Figg 3225 Doug McCallum 345a Jan Sorensen
45p Brian Biddle 362a David Allan Finch 375a Alistair McCullough 92a Chris Southern
88a Matt Bishop 176a Colin Fine 262a P. McGarvey 93a Jenny Southern
179aB.A. Blackburn 283a Nigel Fisher 79a Rory O McLean 115p Simon Spero
207a Lissa Blackburn 220a Brian Flatt 356t Angus McMuffin 71a James Steel
107p Alan Blackley 195a Mike Ford 63aRob Meades 221a Helen Steele
146a Hans Ulrich Boettcher 332a Susan Francis 265a Kenny Meechan 15a Jason Stevens
170a Susan Booth 280a Anders Frihagen 80p Mark Meenan 174a John Stewart
199a Kjell Borgstrom 206s Wolfgang Frisch 350a Carl Midgley 172a Paul A Stewart
276a Terry Boxall 57a Gwen Funnell 2052 W.A.C. Mier-Jedrzejowicz 154a Lars Strandberg
187aJill Bradley 357a Kathy Gale 257a Christine Milford 104a Marcus Streets
186a Phil Bradley 153a Jim Gallagher 259a Dave Mills 336a Robert Stubbs
133a Simon Bradshaw 201a Simon Gardner 9a Nick Mills 340a Lesley Swan
150a Michael Braithwaite 337a David Garnett 291a Rod Milner 305s Alison Taylor
213a Richard Brandshaft 335a Peter T Garratt 142a AN.G. Mittenshaw-Hod ge 203a Graham Taylor
109aJohn Bray 320a Joe Gibbons 358a David C. Moor 82p Donald Thompson
25p Jon Brewis 30a Jenny Glover 121a Dave Mooring 83a Peter-Fred Thompson
200a Gordon Brignal 1561 Robert Glover 239a Chris Morgan 270a Jennifer Tibbets
46p Tim Broadribb 29a Steve Glover 315a Darrin Morgan 364a Helen Tidswell
3732 Matthew Brock 155¢ Tara Glover 240a Pauline Morgan 165a Angelique van Toorn
230a Dave Bromehead 365a Clare Goodall 64p Andy Morris 163a Kees van Toorn
231a Lol Bromehead 361a Margaret Gordon 184a Peter Morwood 164i Lennart van Toorn
346aIan Brooks 226a Friend of Peter Grace 339a Steve Mowbray 14a Ivan Towlson
47a Ben Brown 225a Peter Grace 100a Caroline Mullan 318s Barry Traish
102p Denzil Brown 312s John A Graham 65p Penny Myles 212a John Trasler
3212 Ed Buckley 317a Alistair James Grahame 138a Harry Nadler 103a Paul Treadaway =
250s Steve Bull 363a Carol Ann Green 137a Steven Nadler 75a Chris Tregenza
191a Saul A Bura 260a Nicola Griffith 254a Phil Nanson 123p Neal Tringham |
117a Bill Burns 324a Steve Grover 86a Andrew Norcross 171a Mark Tucker
116a Mary Burns 59p Oliver Gruter 74p Lisanne Norman 7a Martin Tudor
131p Chris Butterworth 182a Alan Gunn 42a Gytha North 307a Heather Turnbull
2355 Steven Cain 110a Urban Gunnarsson 299a Heather North 306a John Turnbull
342a Jenny Campbell 245a Tony Hammond 113a Andrew O'Donnell 308i Luke Turnbull
111p KI.M. Campbeli 252a Bridget Hard castle 2855 Linda O'Donnell 119p Nigel Walker
343c Matty Campbell 202a David A Hardy 24t T D O'Shea 311a Stephen Walters
341a Ramsey Campbell 273a john Harold 262 Omega 161a Christine Ward i
344c Tammy Campbell 106a Colin Harris 84a Anne Page 145a Edward Ward
36a Mike Cheater 286a Sue Harrison 663 Harry Payne 58a Peter Wareham 5
238a Helen Clarke 76p John Harvey 32a Jon Peatfield 236a Freda Warrington |
13a Dave Clements 217a G.FJ.C. Headger 35a Bernie Peek 368a an Watson i
243a David Cochrane 97p Penny Heal 224t Felicity the Penguin 78p Gerry Webb i
284a Brett Cockerell 331a Karen Heenan 31a Roger Perkins 2g Pam Wells 1
87aJack Cohen 274a L. Hendley 54p John Perry 1361 Karen Westhead
98p Malcolm Cohen 303a Sara Hewitt 67p Jerome Peters 18a Kathy Westhead £
178a Barbara Cooper 96a Martin Hoare 287a Nick Petty 19a Mike Westhead
197a Chris Cooper 152a Marina Holroyd 290a Rog Peyton 135¢ Peter Westhead
10a David T Cooper 99s Derek Holt 370t Lehpy Pienfur 313a Eileen Weston
219a Stephen Cooper 60a Valerie Housen 183a Phil Plumbly 282a Peter Weston
143a Eric Coune 23a Chris O’Shea I 275a Norman Plumpton 314a Susan Weston
167a Frank Coune 17a Tim Illingworth 349a Simon Polley 72a Mike Whitaker
144a Georges Coune 8a Rhodri James 302a Ceri Pritchard 246a Kim Whysall
369a Gail Courtney 151aRichard James 108a Larry van der Putte 247a Colin Wightman
177a Jonathan Cowie 288s Wilf James 360a Terry Pyle 354a Bridget Wilkinson
48s Adrian Cox 55p Christine Jennings 374a Phil Raines 38p Colin Wilkinson
294a Dave Cox 338a Frances Jobling 289a Feryal Rajah 279a Matt Williams
128a Jonathan Coxhead 73a Colin A Johnson 188a Andrew Ramage 327a Robert Williams
90p Mark Craske 198aKevin R Joyce 189a Deborah Ramage 40p Chris Williamson
223a Friend of Paul Cray 351a Dick Jude 43a Richard Rampant 266a Caroline Wilson
37aPaul Cray 33p Karen Kelly 309a Bill Ray 326a Sarah Woodall
377a James Crook 211a Karen Kelsall 233s Suzanna Raymond 268a Mark Young
319a John Crudgington 348a Debbi Kerr 367a Gareth Rees
53a Arthur Cruttenden 347a Barbara Kershaw 234a Alastair Reid
2095 Sharon Cullen 2983 Vicki King 2422 Malcolm Wheeler Reid
210s Tony Cullen 120p Christina Kinsella 277a John Richards
49a Rafe Culpin 41p David Kirby 237a Mike Richardson

° °
Mumination

379 Myrtle Road, Sheffield, 52 3QH JANET email: clements @ uk.ac.ox.vax




